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The Mission of Oakland Township 

Parks and Recreation Commission is 

to provide a sustainable system of 

parks, trails, programs, amenities, and 

services which create memorable 

experiences and a sense of place, 
contributes to the economic value of 

the Township and preserves the 

historical and natural heritage of the 

landscapes for existing and future 

generations. 
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Special points of interest:  
 

§ Music in the Meadows  

§ Millage Renewal Pullout  

§ National Trails Day  

§ Square Dances  
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A proposal to renew Oakland Townshipôs Parks and Recreation Millage will 

be on the August 2, 2016 ballot.  Much of the Townshipôs parks and 

recreation land, facilities and programs are supported by the funding of this 

millage.  This 10-year millage renewal is neither a new tax nor a tax increase.   

The renewal of the .7307 of one mill will enable the Oakland Township Parks 

and Recreation Commission to acquire, operate, maintain and improve 

Township parks, recreation areas, programs and facilities, including Oakland 

Townshipôs section of the Paint Creek Trail. 

In 2014 Oakland Township Parks and Recreation surveyed 5940 Township 

households to understand residentsô preferences for Township parks and 

recreation facilities and services. These preferences, gathered through surveys 

and additional methods, help guide which types of recreation experiences are 

funded by the Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Millage. 

Township Parks and Recreation  

Millage Renewal Vote Set for August 2  
By Mindy Milos-Dale, Parks and Recreation Director 

Phragmites does not recognize property lines, so we want to partner with 

you! This large, invasive grass can spread quickly, choking out native plants, 

degrading habitat for wildlife, and creating safety and maintenance problems 

for property owners. We realize that our efforts can only be successful if we 

collaborate with township residents! 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation (OTPR) is offering residents a cost 

effective and simple program that is modeled after existing, successful 

programs in nearby communities.  

(Continued on page 14) 

Phragmites Outreach Program for  

Oakland Township Residents  

Marsh View Park Soccer Game 

Please review the center section of this newsletter for detailed millage 

information including:  

2007 ï 2016 Parks and Recreation Millage Accomplishments  

Current Parks and Recreation Obligations 

Proposed Additional Benefits 

Ballot Question Wording 

Estimate of the Funding that This Proposal Would Provide. 
(Continued in center pullout section)  
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Whatõs New In The Parks 

Grant Funds Phragmites Control along  

Major Oakland Township Roads  

Oakland Township will be treating invasive Phragmites along 

major roads right-of-ways in August and September 2016. 

Phragmites (pronounced frag-MY-tees) is a grass that grows 

primarily in wetlands and can reach heights of 15 feet or more, 

leading to safety and environmental problems. Phragmites can 

cause hot, damaging fires if ignited; blocks views at intersections; 

and impairs drainage in ditches and streams, damaging road 

(Continued on page 14) 

Parks and Recreation Millage Renewal  

Proposed as Match for Grants  

Historically, the Oakland Township 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

(OTPRC) has obtained grants to increase 

funds available for park improvements 

and park land acquisition. 

Currently, the OTPRC is proposing to 

replace a deteriorated bridge on Oakland 

Townshipôs section of the Paint Creek 

Trail by matching approximately 

$150,000 of the Township Parks and 

Recreation Millage Renewal funds, if 

approved and levied, with $600,000 in 

proposed grant funding.  Information 

about this project can be found at 

www.oaklandtownship.org.  

 
Proposed Replacement for  

Paint Creek Trail Bridge 33.7 

To be eligible to receive such grants our 

community must demonstrate that we 

can: 

Provide adequate resources to 

operate, maintain and improve 

our parks, facilities and 

programs, and 

Commit the necessary amount of 

matching funds that, when 

combined with grant funding, 

will cover proposed project 

costs. 

The Replacement of Paint Creek Trail 

Bridge 33.7 is one of several projects 

that could derive matching funding from 

the renewal of the Parks and Recreation 

Millage.  See other proposed projects on 

page 2 of the Millage Information 

Renewal Pullout at the center of this 

newsletter. 

Michigan Recreation and Park Association  

2016 Community Service Awards Recipients  

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commissioners: 

David Mackley:  1983 - 2016 

Colleen Barkham:  1988 - 2016 

Alice Tomboulian:  1992 - 2016 

Joe Peruzzi:   1999 - 2016 

Parks and Recreation Commissioners Colleen Barkham, Alice 
Tomboulian, Dave Mackley and Joe Peruzzi with Parks and 

Recreation Director Mindy Milos-Dale at the MParks Awards 

Ceremony on April 20, 2016. Full article on page 20. 

 

Programs... New to the lineup of programs this 

year is an expanded selection of summer camps!  In 

addition to our Summer Soccer and Explore Archery 

Camps, this year you can also Explore Bow Hunting, 

Outdoor Skills Camp or Nature and Science Camp with 'The Wild 

Kids of Lost Lake'. See pages 8 & 9.  Check out pages 4-10 for 

more ways we have for you to 'unplug' in Your Oakland 

Township Parks this summer! 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org

