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The Mission of Oakland Township 

Parks and Recreation Commission is to 

provide a sustainable system of parks, 

trails, programs, amenities, and 

services which create memorable 

experiences and a sense of place, 

contributes to the economic value of the 

Township and preserves the historical 

and natural heritage of the landscapes 

for existing and future generations. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission Newsletter  

Special points of interest:  

§ Summer Concerts  

§ Paint Creek Trail  

     Closures  

§ Stewardship Programs  

Gallagher Creek Park 

and Pathway  

Grand Opening  

Everyone is invited to celebrate 

Gallagher Creek Parkôs amazing 

transformation!   

Help inaugurate Oakland Townshipôs 

newest neighborhood park and 

pathway with activities including a 

ribbon-cutting and recognition 

ceremony, light refreshments, and 

guided tours of the rain garden and 

prairie plantings. 

Paint Creek Junction 

Park Recommended  

for State Grant 

At the end of 2018, the Michigan 

Natural Resources Trust Fund 

(MNRTF) Board recommended that 

Oakland Township Parks and 

Recreation Commission (OTPRC) be 

awarded a $228,400 Michigan Natural 

Resources Trust Fund grant for a 

trailhead at Oakland Townshipôs Paint 

Creek Junction Park, adjacent to the 

Paint Creek Trail.  This project was 

one of the 30 recommended for 

funding from the 120 applications 

received. 

(Continued on page 30) 

New playground at Gallagher Creek Park 

 
Save The Dates! 

June 7 - Bluegrass 

July 12 - Folk 

August 16 - Classical 

Complete details on page 3. 

(Continued on page 26)  

Paint Creek Junction Concept Plan 

Marsh View Park Archery Class 
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From the Director 

ñInsects are the currency in our 

ecological bank accounts!ò 

Recently I was privileged to hear Dr. 

Doug Tallamy* speak at the Wildflower 

Association of Michiganôs annual conference.  His 

presentations focused on the link between our native 

plants and native wildlife.  

I was shocked to learn that only 5% of our native 

plants make 75% of the food that supports food webs 

and that 90% of insects cannot, or will not, eat 

introduced plants.  Dr. Tallamy also informed us that 

moth and butterfly caterpillars contribute the most 

energy to food webs.   

Looking at this data (and so much more) scientists 

such as Dr. Tallamy advise us to sustain life by 

planting and nurturing native plants that support the 

greatest number of native moth and butterfly species. 

The National Wildlife Federationôs ñNative Plant 

Finderò (a wonderful resource) says that in Oakland 

County, Michigan, goldenrod is the native flowering 

plant that supports the most ï 135!  The runners-up 

are wild strawberry, which supports 82 species, and 

(Continued on page 27) 

Whatõs New in The Parks 

The Paint Creek Trail Bridge 33.7, 

located between Dutton and Silverbell 

Roads, is scheduled to be replaced in summer 2019.  

The Paint Creek Trail between Dutton and Silverbell 

Roads will be completely closed to thru traffic for 60-

90 days and there is no detour.  You will be able to 

use the trail from Rochester Municipal Park to Dutton 

Road, or Silverbell Road to Childrenôs Park in Lake 

Orion. Please plan your visit to the Paint Creek Trail 

accordingly.  The Paint Creek Trail is also scheduled 

to be resurfaced with crushed limestone concurrently 

with the Bridge 33.7 project. Trail users are advised 

that rolling closures will occur. Visit 

paintcreektrail.org for the latest project updates.  

See page 31. 

Paint Creek Trail Closure  

 

Summer CampsðSchoolôs out!! Get involved in one 

of our outdoor camps this summer. Your child will 

have the opportunity to explore nature, learn a new 

skill, make new friends, and experience new 

challenges.  Close to home but with the feeling of 

being up north! See which camp is right for you on 

pages 5, 10, & 15. 

Cardio DrummingðGet an amazing full body 

workout using drum sticks and fitness balls while 

jamming to great music ! Join us for this new way to 

stay in shape, have fun, meet new friends, and get out 

in the parks! See page 8 for class information. 

Programming  

State Grants Requested for Permanent 

RestroomsðOakland Township Parks and 

Recreation Commission (OTPRC) has applied for 

two $50,000 state grants to replace portable toilets at 

Marsh View Park and Bear Creek Nature Park with 

permanent restrooms that will have hand wash sinks 

and flush toilets.  Grant recommendations will be 

made public in December 2019. 

Bear Creek Nature Park: Trail Closures and 

Drinking Water ImprovementsðAll limestone 

trails at this park will be graded and resurfaced this 

summer.  Park users are advised that rolling closures 

will occur.   

 

Mature Oak tree in Oakland Township 

(Continued on page 27)  


