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Draft
January ?? 2015
To the property owners and residents of Oakland Charter Township:

To address the challenges of future development within Oakland Charter Township your Planning Commission is in the process of updating its Township Master Plan.  A primary goal of the Oakland Township elected and appointed officials are to incorporate the values and priorities of Township residents in the administration of Township government.  The Master Plan is an important tool towards that end.  The Planning Commission with the help of Township residents develops the Master Plan.  It will be the document that guides all future land use decisions for the next twenty years, or more.  We ask your cooperation in completing the enclosed survey.  Your confidential reply will be very helpful as we strive to make Oakland Charter Township an even better place to live and work for generations to come.

For your convenience we have provided you with a printed version of the questionnaire but encourage you to utilize the website listed below (including your password) to take the survey.  Taking it on-line saves time and money in processing your valuable input.  If for some reason you cannot complete it on-line we will also accept returned paper surveys.  Please submit only one survey per household (printed or on-line).  No postage is required and you do not need to put your name on the form. 

Please complete your survey prior to January ?? 2015.

Thank you for your time and support.

Oakland Charter Township Planning Commission

Insert Website Address

Insert Password
Oakland Charter Township
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The Oakland Township Planning Commission is in the process of updating the master plan.  This plan forms the basis for zoning and land use decisions throughout the Township.  The plan is being updated to ensure that the land use controls reflect community preferences. 

1.
Where did you live before moving to Oakland Township?

City:


State:


2.
Was your previous community of residence:


a.  Urban 
b.  Suburban 
 
c.  Rural


3.
About how long have you resided in Oakland Township?   _____________ years
4.
Is your residence located:  (check all that apply)


a.  On a lot in a subdivision or site condo

b.  On a parcel of less than 2 acres (not in a site condo development or subdivision)

c.  On a parcel of 2 to 5 acres


d.  On a parcel of over 5 acres but not a working farm


e.  On an active farm of at least 20 acres


f. 
On a private road 


g.  In a multi-family (apartment) development


h.   In an attached condominium development


i.   In a duplex (two-family) residence


j.   In a manufactured home

5.
In which quadrant of Oakland Township is your residence located?  (Please see map)

   
Northwest

Northeast

   
Southwest

Southeast


6.
Please indicate how important the following issues are to you.  (Write the number that most accurately describes your position using this scale.)

1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Not at all

Very

Important

Important


a.
____
Low Taxes


b.
____
Recreation


c.
____
Good Schools


d.
____
Close to Work


e.
____
Attractive Neighborhood


f.
____
Convenient Shopping


g.
____
Availability of Good Housing


h.
____
Open Space


i.
____
Rural Atmosphere


j.
____
Churches


k.
____
Senior Activity Center


l.
____
Community Center


m.
____
Ease of Commute


n.
____
Historical (cultural) Values


o.
____
Libraries


p.
____
Low Crime 


q.
____
Other _________________

7.
Please indicate if your feelings toward the community have changed since you first moved here. (Write the number that most accurately describes your position using this scale.)

1------------2------------3------------4------------5


I have become
Satisfied
I am more


dissatisfied

satisfied 


a.
____
Recycling Facilities


b.
____
Cultural Attractions


c.
____
Library Services


d.
____
Parks and Recreation


e.
____
Traffic Flow


f.
____
Land Use and Development Planning

g.
____
Residential Development


h.
____
Commercial Development


i.
____
Taxes


j.
____
Police Protection


k.
____
Fire Protection


l.
____
Schools


m.
____
Growth Rate


n.
____
Availability of Shopping Facilities


o.
____
Roads


p.
____
Other 





(write in)
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8.
Different types of development exist for subdivisions (See Illustration at right.)  

Assuming that each development results in 43 lots on 100 acres, which would you prefer to see in Oakland Township?
a.
Conventional subdivision

b.
Cluster lots plus common areas

c.
I need more information to 

make a decision

9.
Regardless of your personal residence, what is the most appropriate for Oakland Township? 

a. Suburban Style (subdivision, with

paved roads and sidewalks) 

b. Rural Style (larger parcel lots)

c. Cluster Style (small lots with
large areas of preserved open 
space surrounding them)

10.
Do you feel that Oakland Township has enough different types of housing to satisfy the needs of all current and future residents?


Has 
Haven't
Needs


Enough
Decided
More

a.
Single Family



Developments

b.
Apartments & attached



condominiums

c.
Planned Retirement Development


(Assisted Living, Nursing
Facility)



d.
Low-cost Housing 



e.
Manufactured 




(Mobile) Housing

11.  Many residents have indicated a strong appreciation of Oakland Township’s unique qualities.  Please indicate below which elements you value most.
1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Not at all

Very

Important

Important

____
Road corridors with natural look

____
Low density housing

____
Gravel roads

____
Natural visual corridors

____
Preservation of wetlands and trees

____
Goodison area

____
Trails and Safety Paths
____
Historic Sites

____
Public parks and recreation facilities

____
Discrete commercial signage (e.g., no electronic flashing/scrolling signs)
____
Street and building that minimizes light pollution 
____
Building height limited to no more than 2.5 stories tall
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12.
How important is it for the Township to work with developers to preserve open space, wetlands, natural and historic resources?

(circle the number that represents your opinion)


1--------------2--------------3--------------4--------------5


Not at all

Very

Important

Important

13.
Considering the distance you travel from home to shop at present, how do you feel about the following services? (Write the number that most accurately describes your position using this scale.)

1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Too Close
Just Right
Too Far

a. ____
Supermarket

b. ____
Convenience Store

c. ____
Department Store

d. ____
Pharmacy

e. ____
Restaurants (sit down)

f. ____
Restaurants (fast food)

g. ____
Theater (cultural)

h. ____
Lumber/Hardware Stores

i. ____
Clothing Stores

j. ____
Automobile Services  (gas, oil, repairs)

k. ____
Banks

l. ____
Major Household Appliance Dealerships

m. ____
Medical Services (doctor, dentist)

n. ____
Churches

o. ____
Fitness Center

p. ____
Dry Cleaners

q. ____
Laundromat

r. ____
Day Care

s. ____
Senior Activity Center

t. ____
Community Center

u. ____
Other _______________________






(write in)
14.
We would now like to know if you would like to see any more of the following services move into Oakland Township.  (Write the number that most accurately reflects your position using this scale.)

1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Highly
Uncertain
Highly


Undesirable

Desirable

a. ____
Supermarket

b. ____
Convenience Store

c. ____
Department Store

d. ____
Pharmacy

e. ____
Restaurants (sit down)

f. ____
Restaurants (fast food)

g. ____
Theater (cultural)

h. ____
Lumber/Hardware Stores

i. ____
Clothing Stores

j. ____
Automobile Services  (gas, oil, repairs)

k. ____
Banks

l. ____
Major Household Appliance Dealerships

m. ____
Medical Services (doctor, dentist)

n. ____
Churches

o. ____
Fitness Center

p. ____
Dry Cleaners

q. ____
Laundromat

r. ____
Day Care

s. ____
Other _____________________



(write in)

15.
Do you feel Oakland Township should encourage the following types of development?


Yes
No
Undecided

a.
Residential



b.
Commercial



c.
Office



d.
Industrial



e.
Medical



f.
Senior Housing



g.
Assisted Living



16.
Now we would like to know whether you would approve or disapprove of possible future retail development in Oakland Township in the following styles/ configurations.  

(Write the number that most accurately describes your preference using this scale.)

1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Highly
Uncertain
Highly


Undesirable

Desirable

a.
____
In one large shopping mall; (e.g., Village of Rochester Hills)
b.
____
In scattered neighborhood shopping centers; (e.g., Country Creek Commons/North Hill)
c.
____
Convenience stores scattered in several locations throughout the neighborhood.

17.
Where would you like to see retail development located?

a. ____
Along major roads; e.g. Rochester Road, Adams Road. 

b. ____
Limited services within residential neighborhoods. 

c. ____
Not desired in Oakland Township  

18.
How serious do you think the following concerns are in Oakland Township?

1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Not at all 
Neutral
Very 



Serious


Serious
a.

 Pollution of lakes and streams
b.

 Development in open lands and 
natural areas
c.

 Lack of public water/sewer


d.

 Loss of scenic views

e.

 Over-development of areas
f.

 Conversion of farms into house lots
g.

 Loss of private property rights
h.

 Traffic congestion

i.

 Availability of affordable housing

j.

 Lack of nearby shoppping

k.

 Lack of entertainment and social activities

l.

 Poor upkeep of private homes and yards
m.

 Lack of trails/bike lanes
n.

 Condition of roads
o.

 Loss of historic sites
19. 
Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements for Oakland Township using the following scale:
1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Strongly
Neutral
Strongly


Disagree

Agree

a.
____
Keeping new housing spread out on large lots helps to preserve the rural feel of the Township.
b.
____
Spreading new housing out on large lots wastes land.

c.
____
New subdivision development should occur only where and when public sewer and water services are available.

d.
____
Strong enforcement is needed to get some messy properties cleaned up.
e.

____
I support increased controls on development to protect groundwater and lakes and streams.
f.
____
A land owner (including my neighbor) should be able to do pretty much what he/she wants with his land.

g.
____
I am willing to pay higher taxes for government to purchase land for preservation.
h.
____
I would support measures to reduce the amount of traffic on main roads.

i.
____
I would support measures to reduce traffic speed on main roads.
i.
____
I would support measures to reduce traffic speed on gravel roads.
20.

When you think of the Goodison area, what comes to mind? (check only three)
· The area has potential to be a central gathering place for the community

· No change needed in the Goodison Area

· Could expand local shopping and services

· There are natural features that could be preserved and enhanced

· There are buildings that could be preserved and enhanced

· Township government offices are in Goodison

· I don’t know where Goodison is.

· Other _________________________

21.

When you visit the Goodison Area, what are the main reasons for your visit? (check only one)

· Walking the Paint Creek Trail

· Biking the Paint Creek Trail

· Cider Mill visit

· Fishing on Paint Creek

· Business at Township Offices

· Go to church 

· Visiting Bear Creek Nature Park

· Visit a local business

· Drop kid(s) at school

· I never visit the Goodison area

· Other_____________

[image: image4.png]



Oakland Township levies approximately 0.7 mills to provide general fund revenues for Township services.  Township voters have authorized millages for Fire and Police services.  Township roads are maintained by the Road Commission  of Oakland County.

22.
Rate your satisfaction with the following services provided in Oakland Township.  (Write the number that most accurately describes your position.)

1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Very

Very

Dissatisfied

Satisfied

a.
____Police Protection 

b.
____Fire Protection 

c.
____Maintenance of Gravel Roads 

d.
____Maintenance of Paved Roads 

e.
____Snow Removal 
Comments 

23.
Would you favor an additional millage in order to provide or improve the following services?


Yes
No
a.
Advanced Life Support


b.
Police Protection




(above current rate)

c.
Fire Protection 



(above current rate)

d.
Road Maintenance


e.
Road Paving


f.
Garbage Pickup


g.
Sewers


h.
Water Quality Improvements


i.
Storm Water / 


   
Drainage Control

j.
Bike Paths


k.
Curbside Recycling


l. Other __________________



(write in)

Comments 


24.
Are you in favor of the Township making further investments in the Oakland Township owned Paint Creek Cider Mill Building (Located in Goodison on Orion Road)?

      Yes

No

Uncertain

25.
If "yes" what usages and restoration improvements do you prefer be made to the Paint Creek Cider Mill?  

(Write the number that most accurately describes your preference using this scale.)

1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Highly
Uncertain
Highly


Undesirable

Desirable

a.
____
Community Center (wedding receptions, parties, club activities)
b.
____
Restaurant, with full service meals offered with views of the Paint Creek.

c.
____
Development as an Historic Site including restoration of the water wheel powered by water flowing from the Historic Mill Race.

d.
____
On-site apple cider pressing and sale.
e.
____
Restoration of the deck on the rear of the building for eating and viewing of the Paint Creek.

f.
____
Improvements made such that the Paint Creek Cider Mill becomes the focal point of Goodison.

26.

Would you consider a Single Hauler Trash contract for Oakland Township?  (check all that apply)


Yes, if the price is less than I currently pay.


Yes, if the price is the same as I currently pay.


Yes, if the price is slightly higher than I currently 


pay (less than 10% increase)


No, if the price is higher than what I currently pay.

Finally, for statistical purposes, we would like to ask some questions about you and your background.  Again, all responses will be confidential.

27.
What is your present occupation?  [If retired, put an "X" in this blank ____ and mark your former occupation.]  Please check the appropriate box

Administrative support, including clerical 


Equipment handlers, cleaners, and laborers 

Executive, administrative, or managerial 


Farming, forestry, or fishing 

Home occupation, including day care 


House person (Homemaker) 


Machine operator, assembler, inspector 

Medical Profession



Precision production, skilled craft, or repair 


Professional specialty, technical, engineer 


Public safety 


Sales 


Service occupation 


Student 


Technicians and related support 


Transportation and moving 



Unemployed 

28.
How many vehicles are driven on a daily basis from your home? ______
29.
What distance [estimate in miles] do you live from your place of employment? ________
30.
In what City or Township are you employed?


______________________________
31.
What is the frequency of your travel on Township gravel roads (circle the number that most accurately describes your frequency of use.)
1------------2------------3------------4------------5


Seldom, 
Sometimes
Very


if Ever

Frequently

32.
Year of birth: __________



Prefer not to answer
33.
Your gender:
 Female 
 Male 





Prefer not to answer
34.
Your highest level of education


Never Attended School


Some Grade School


Completed Grade School


Some High School


Completed High School


Some College

 Completed College


Some Graduate Work


An Advanced Degree

Prefer not to answer
35.
Are you a full-time or part-time resident of the Township? 


Full-time (9-12 months per year)


Part-time (less than 9 months per year)

Prefer not to answer
36.
How many people reside in your household? _______

Prefer not to answer
37.
How many children (age 12 and under) live in your household?


_______


Prefer not to answer
38.
Please indicate your top concern that should be considered when updating the Master Plan:
40.
Write any additional comments you would like to make about any of the questions or issues raised in the questionnaire.  


THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR COOPERATION

PLANNING COMMISSION
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